Intermediate epithelium lining the mouse auditory tube.
In the newborn mouse, the auditory tube is lined throughout the pharyngeal orifice to the tympanic orifice with ciliated columnar epithelium. In the adult mouse, the tube is divided into membranous and cartilaginous parts. The membranous part is covered by the ciliated columnar epithelium, while the cartilaginous part by varying types of epithelium ranging from ciliated columnar to stratified squamous type. It is suggested that the varying types of epithelium correspond to the 'intermediate epithelium', and that ciliated columnar epithelium transforms in part to stratified squamous epithelium by passing through the intermediate epithelium.